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FIFA World Cup 2026 –
Entertainment and sport sector in Canada
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2026 FIFA World Cup
The 2026 World Cup will take place in three
North American countries:

•United States
•Mexico
•Canada

First time hosted by three nations

First time hosted in Canada

Largest FIFA World Cup in history with 48-team format and 
104 matches
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Past major international sport events 
in Canada

Olympic Games in Montréal 1976

First Olympics in Canada

Olympic facilities

- Estimated cost 120 million CAD

- Real cost 1.6 billion CAD

- Debt paid off over 30 years

- Highly criticized

- Debt, corruption, boycotts, …

- "The Big Owe"

Winter Olympics in Vancouver 2010

Third Olympics in Canada

Debate on socio-economic success

- Big increase of city debt after 
games

- Facilities still used

New bid for 2030 Winter Olympics

- Cancelled due to risk of 
"extraordinary expense"
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Official bid proposed 23 host cities across the 3 
countries, with Edmonton, Toronto, and Montréal in 
Canada.

Montréal withdraws in July 2021, citing lack of funding 
after Quebec Government withdraws support

Vancouver added in April 2022

Toronto & Vancouver chosen as Canadian host cities in 
June 2022

Bid for hosting 2026 FIFA World Cup
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Estimated cost of hosting: 300 million CAD

Projects include:
- Expansion and renovation of BMO Field stadium: 

66 million CAD
- Improvement training facilities: 45 million CAD

Toronto

BMO Field
Capacity: 40,000
Expansion to 45,736
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Vancouver

BC Place Stadium
Capacity: 59,841

Estimated cost of hosting: 240-260 million CAD

Projects include:
- Installation natural grass BC Place & training sites: cost TBD
- Establishment of new training sites: 40 million CAD
- FIFA Fan Festival: 20 million CAD
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Sports sector in Vancouver

• Soccer : Vancouver Whitecaps FC

• Ice hockey : Vancouver Canucks

• American football : BC Lions

1st Belgian player in CFL     
Tibo Debaillie 

Vancouver Canucks' estimated annual revenue is currently $202M per year, while the Whitecaps' revenue 
is of $61.2M and $25.3M for the BC Lions
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Sports sector in Toronto

• NBA : Toronto Raptors 

• Baseball : Blue Jays 

• Soccer : Toronto FC 

• Ice hockey : Maple Leafs

BMO Field will be one of the stadiums
during the 2026 World Cup

Team value of $2.B and revenue of $248M (2022)
Have won 13 Stanley Cups

Team value of $3.34B and revenue of $299M (2022) 
Have made the playoffs 12 times
Longest winning streak of any sports franchise in 
Canada

Team value of $2.1B and revenue of $294M (2023)
Won 2 championships
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Sports sector in Montreal

• Soccer : CF Montréal 

• Ice hockey : les Canadiens

• American football : les Alouettes

Most popular sport in Montreal
Team Value of $1.85B and annual revenue 
of $239M (2022)

Part of Major League Soccer (MLS)

Thierry Henry served as head coach in 2019,
Laurent Ciman, assistant coach

Won 7 Grey Cups

Basketball has also gained popularity in Montreal in recent years, with the formation of 
the Montreal Jazz basketball club and the city hosting several NBA preseason games
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Sports sector in Montreal

F1 Grand Prix de Montréal – Circuit 
Gilles Villeneuve

➢ With the Grand Prix event, the occupancy rate 
of downtown Montreal hotels is 97%

➢ Formula 1 would have contributed $63 million 
to the GDP in 2019, the year of its last 
organization before COVID-19.

➢ The 2023 Canadian Grand Prix saw the largest 
official attendance figure in Montreal’s history 
on the Formula 1 calendar with over 345,000 
fans
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Creative industry in Montreal
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Creative industry in Montreal
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Creative industry in Montreal : ShowTex and Cirque du soleil

• Belgian company of stagecraft
and light design

• Biggest client :
revenu of $1B
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Creative industry in Montreal : gaming sector

Many major successes developed in Montreal Ubisoft : > 4000 employees
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Creative industry in Montreal : gaming sector

Larian studios

• Belgian video game developer

• Established in Quebec

• New game released in 2023 : Baldur’s 
Gate III 
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Creative industry in Toronto : Film industry

• Ontario is one of the leading jurisdictions for
film and television production in the world,
consistently hosting 300+ productions annually

• Toronto is a full-service production
jurisdiction, with some of the industry’s best
production and post-production facilities.

• The film, television and digital media industry
generates millions of dollars of additional
spending in Toronto, related to agency costs
for talent and in-house broadcaster
production.
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Creative industry in Toronto : Film industry
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Creative industry in Vancouver

Some of the most important industries : 

❖ Book Publishing
❖ Interactive + Digital Media
❖ Magazine Publishing
❖ Motion Picture
❖ Music + Sound Recording
❖ Multi-Creative Industry Services

• British Columbia is a global leader in content creation and production. The province’s 
creators and creative companies bring a perspective that is distinctively west coast 
Canadian to the world of storytelling across all forms of media – from television and theatre 
screen, to smart phone, game console, e-reader, streaming platform, and printed page.

R&D center in Vancouver
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Creative industry in Vancouver : motion picture

Famous movies/series shot in Vancouver :

• Mission Impossible 4
• Twilight saga 
• Night at the museum
• Star Trek 

• Smallville
• The Good Doctor
• MacGyver
• Riverdale 



Contact : 

Yves Lapere 
Head of the Economic Mission 
FLANDERS INVESTMENT & TRADE - MONTREAL
T. +1 514 289 9955 
montreal@fitagency.com

mailto:losangeles@fitagency.com


Thank you!
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FIFA World Cup 2026 in Mexico –
Opportunities for companies in Flanders
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Three host cities in 
Mexico :

Mexico-City

Guadalajara

Monterrey
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World Cup in Mexico : 6,6 bln US$ investment needed

Mexico hopes to host 13 World Cup games (of the 104 games)
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Working model for World Cup 2026 has been modified:

No longer LOC (Local Organizing Committee)

but direct presence of FIFA : responsible for infrastructure + 
operations of the World Cup +  together with the 3 stadiums 
(which are the ones that manage the fulfillment of the 
obligations of the cities). 

The Mexican Football Federation (FMF) accompanies the entire 
process and has some responsibilities, not related to the 
infrastructure or the operation of the event.



|   30



|   31



|   32

Estadio Azteca – Mexico-City 
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Estadio Azteca – Mexico-City 

Inaugurated in 
1966!
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Estadio Azteca – Mexico-City 
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Estadio Azteca – Mexico-City 

Shared by:

National team

Club América 
(Televisa)

Cruz Azul

Capacity : 83,264

Owner : Grupo 
Televisa
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Estadio Azteca – Mexico-City 

www.estadioazteca.com.mx

http://www.estadioazteca.com.mx/
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Estadio Azteca – Mexico-City 



|   38

Estadio Azteca – Mexico-City 
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https://inmobiliare.com/conjunto-estadio-azteca-megaproyecto-de-usos-mixtos-en-cdmx/

Estadio Azteca – Mexico-City 

https://inmobiliare.com/conjunto-estadio-azteca-megaproyecto-de-usos-mixtos-en-cdmx/


|   40

Estadio Azteca – Mexico-City 



|   41722 580 8000

Estadio Azteca – Mexico-City 
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https://sglsystem.com

https://sglsystem.com/
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|   47www.signify.com/es-mx

http://www.signify.com/es-mx
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Estadio BBVA – Monterrey 

Capacity: 53,500

Opened: August 2, 2015

Owner: FEMSA

C.F. Monterrey (Club 
de Fútbol Monterrey) 
Rayados

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enMX1023MX1023&sxsrf=APwXEdfna5D84xOkelrMlvlTnXk52cd2Vg:1687279713492&q=estadio+bbva+capacity&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3ME62LClK01LOTrbSLy7ILyophlLxaYnJmTmZJZVWyYkFQGZJ5SJW0dTiksSUzHyFpKSyRAWYOACAz_oGSwAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiWzNXfptL_AhWjI0QIHa1SDz0Q6BMoAHoECHkQAg
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enMX1023MX1023&sxsrf=APwXEdfna5D84xOkelrMlvlTnXk52cd2Vg:1687279713492&q=estadio+bbva+opened&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3ME62LClK01LMTrbSTyxKzsgsSU0uKS1K1S8uKSoFs6zyC1LzUlMWsQqnFpckpmTmKyQllSUqQEQBPkR60EcAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiWzNXfptL_AhWjI0QIHa1SDz0Q6BMoAHoECH4QAg
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Estadio BBVA – Monterrey 
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Estadio BBVA – Monterrey 

https://es-us.finanzas.yahoo.com/noticias/sabemos-mundial-2026-m%C3%A9xico-estados-
230052668.html

https://es-us.finanzas.yahoo.com/noticias/sabemos-mundial-2026-m%C3%A9xico-estados-230052668.html
https://es-us.finanzas.yahoo.com/noticias/sabemos-mundial-2026-m%C3%A9xico-estados-230052668.html
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Estadio BBVA – Monterrey 

US architectural company Populous (Kansas City) : https://populous.com/project/estadio-bbva-bancomer

https://populous.com/project/estadio-bbva-bancomer
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Estadio Akron – Guadalajara 

Inauguration: 2010

Capacity : 46,355

Club Deportivo 
Guadalajara (Chivas)
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Estadio Akron – Guadalajara 
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Estadio Akron – Guadalajara 



|   55

Meeting on Aug 31, 2023 
with:

Jurgen Mainka
Chief Tournament Officer 
México- FIFA World Cup 2026

Javier Sanchez Bures
Chief Operating Officer
Federacion Mexicana de 
Futbol Asociación 

Daniel Hadad
Project Manager
Federacion Mexicana de 
Futbol Asociación 
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Hotel infrastructure in Mexico 
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Del Rey Inn in Toluca belongs to Radisson Hotel Group 

Until 80’s : Mexico isolated

Since 1994 : NAFTA : start integration Mexico in world economy
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Thank you!

Wim Van Cauteren

Flanders Investment & Trade in Mexico

mexico@fitagency.com

Tel : +52 55 5281 5922

mailto:mexico@fitagency.com
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Los Angeles –
World Capital of Sports, Media & 
Entertainment
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• Sports, media & entertainment sectors overlap: sports-game

broadcasted on ESPN, SuperBowl Halftime music-show, ...

• Each industry offers opportunities in its own right: sports

infrastructure (FIFA World Cup 2026, Olympic Games 2028),

entertainment (film production), ....

• US is the media & entertainment sector leader at €654

billion (2022)

• Los Angeles is the second largest media market, after NY, which

makes the area full of opportunities for Flemish companies

Source: https://www.zippia.com/advice/media-and-entertainment-industry-statistics/



US SPORT-SECTOR: FACTS & FIGURES

• Over 8 million sports-related jobs in the USA; by

2026, employment-opportunities expected to expand another

13%

• Sports-related revenue in the US, 2022

• Sports franchising - €40 billion

• Sports apparel and swimwear - €60 billion

• Fitness and recreational sports centers - €100 billion

|   61Flanders Investment & Trade
Source: https://www.ibisworld.com/industry-statistics/market-size/sports-franchises-united-states/#:~:text=The%20market%20size%2C%20measured%20by,industry%20increased%2010.7%25%20in%202022.
https://www.imarcgroup.com/fitness-recreational-sports-centers-market



SPORTS SECTOR IN LA: FACTS & FIGURES

• LA is one of the largest markets for sports in

the USA

• Sports in this area have created:

✓ 40,000 total jobs

✓ €4 billion in total labor income

✓ €7 billion in total output

• World famous teams in LA: Lakers, Rams,

Dodgers, Chargers, Clippers, Angels, …
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Source: https://laedc.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/LAEDC_LA-Sports-Council_FINAL_2022.11.06.pdf

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FArashMarkazi%2Fstatus%2F819386596961095680&psig=AOvVaw2Ai6Y9XEU5FHgQqSov9jPc&ust=1690652623573000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBEQjRxqFwoTCLDK2Pr5sYADFQAAAAAdAAAAABAH


OPPORTUNITIES IN THE SPORT-SECTOR

• Most revenue comes from media rights and advertising

• New opportunities arising due to rapid increase of

online streaming of sporting events

• Economic opportunities for foreign companies:

✓ Sports apparel & equipment

✓ Athletic training & performance analytics

✓ Security technologies at large scale events

✓ Continued infrastructure planning for sports venues,

both permanent & temporary for Olympics (ie UCLA

athletic village), FIFA World Cup 2026, ...
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Source: https://laedc.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/LAEDC_LA-Sports-Council_FINAL_2022.11.06.pdf



OPPORTUNITIES IN THE SPORT-SECTOR: LA 
OLYMPICS 2028

• City’s aim is to organize the most sustainable & inclusive

Olympic Games

• Budget for LA’28 amounts to €7 billion

• Opportunities:

✓ Sustainability: sustainable energy production

✓ Mobility: investments in transportation infrastructure, cyclist-

friendly environments

✓ Built Environment: renovations of existing facilities, utilizing

temporary constructions

✓ Water: reduce water consumption, improve water quality
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Source: https://laedc.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/LAEDC_LA-Sports-Council_FINAL_2022.11.06.pdf



MORE INFORMATION ON OPPORTUNITIES

• Update on procurement opportunities (RAMP) &

third-party + FIT-market studies (including 'What

Should Flemish Companies Know About the 2028

Olympics & Smart Cities in California') published

on FIT-website

• Dutch market-study on top-5 opportunities for

companies for the Olympic Games 2028
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Source: https://laedc.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/LAEDC_LA-Sports-Council_FINAL_2022.11.06.pdf



MEDIA & ENTERTAINMENT SECTOR: FACTS & FIGURES

• Broad spectrum: film, video games, publishing, music,

TV, digital advertising, animation, theatre, …

• US accounts for a third of the global market; North

America spends the most per capita

• Media & entertainment make-up 7% of total US GDP;,

contribution keeps growing at 5-7% each year since

2016

• Expectation of reaching high billions or even a trillion

in market size by the end of this decade

• Over 1.4 million Americans employed (2022)
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Source: https://www.zippia.com/advice/media-and-entertainment-industry-statistics/



MEDIA & ENTERTAINMENT: SECTOR BY SECTOR (2022)

• Movies: market size of €83 billion

• Broadcasting: market size of €57 billion

• Video Games: market size of €48 billion

✓ Largest expected growth of almost

10% by 2028

• Music: market size of €39 billion

• Book Publishing: market size of €24

billion

|   67Flanders Investment & TradeSource: https://www.zippia.com/advice/media-and-entertainment-industry-statistics/
& https://www.mordorintelligence.com/industry-reports/united-states-gaming-market#:~:text=US%20Gaming%20Market%20Analysis,period%20(2023%2D2028).



MEDIA & ENTERTAINMENT IN LOS ANGELES

• Hollywood: contributes €460 billion to US GDP by producing world famous

movies, hosting award shows …

• Swiftonimics: recent Taylor Swift concerts at SoFi stadium generated more

than €320 million in local GDP, more than 3.300 jobs...

Top Companies (California) by revenue

• ComCast Corp (€110 billion): owns Universal Pictures Dreamworks Animation Universal Parks and

Resorts MSNBC Oxygen E! USA Network ...

• The Walt Disney Co. (€75 billion): operates theme parks, resorts, cruise lines, and broadcast

television networks, offers entertainment streaming services (Disney +)

• Netflix (€29 billion): offers a variety of TV & movie entertainment services through a subscription-

based model in 30 languages in 190 countries
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Source: https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/020316/worlds-top-10-entertainment-companies-cmcsa-cbs.asp#:~:text=Comcast%20Corporation%2C%20the%20Walt%20Disney,%2C%20music%2C%20and%20telecommunication%20services.



LARGEST MEDIA COMPANIES IN THE USA
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OPPORTUNITIES IN MEDIA & ENTERTAINMENT SECTOR

• Augmented & virtual reality apps: AR and VR solutions expected to

serve as interactive alternatives to provide immersive experiences

• E-sport: opportunity to expand content portfolio through event

streaming, viewership parties and supplemental programming, also

sponsorship and advertising opportunities.

• Artificial Intelligence: AI-driven film management solutions (predictive

analytics to forecast a film’s revenue potential)
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Source: 2020 Telecommunications media and entertainment outlook, DeLoitte



BELGIAN COMPANIES IN HOLLYWOOD

• CAVIAR: Antwerp-based independent production house, with office in

LA, for movies, commercials, original content and music video’s, has

won two Academy Awards in 2021 for the movie ‘Sound of Metal’ ....

• BARCO: design and manufacturing of visualization solutions (digital

projectors, LED displays, video-walls), innovation center in DTLA

and numerous public & residential installations in LA ...

• EVS Broadcast: active in equipment for the AV (Audio-Visual) market,

servers used for slow-motion images based in Burbank, California ...
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• Realitymatters, Mechelen: enterprise metaverse solutions by using

immersive technologies like augmented reality and virtual reality,

based in Calabasas, California

• Stageco, Tildonk: temporary indoor and outdoor event structures and

staging solutions (stages, grandstands, roofing systems, bespoke

structures) for events such as concerts (U2, Bruce Springsteen) and

festivals (Electric Daisy Carnival in Las Vegas), based in Colorado

Springs, Colorado

• Die Keure, Brugge: known for its high-quality printing and publishing of

high-end art & educational books, office based in LA



US COMPANIES INVESTING IN FLANDERS

• Disney, Burbank: world's largest media-conglomerate, with assets

encompassing movies, television, streaming, publishing, & theme parks;

subsidiary in Brussels, employing 12 people ...

• Live Nation/Ticketmaster, Beverly Hills: world's largest ticket seller and

promoter of live entertainment, connecting over 310 million in about 45

countries; owner of Rock Werchter, Graspop, Sportpaleis, Vorst

Nationaal,

• Warner Bros, Burbank: global leader in entertainment creation,

production, distribution, licensing and marketing. WB International

Television Production Belgium, produces content for the local Belgian

market (First Dates, I Can See Your Voice,…)
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• Trade promotion: supporting Flemish companies in expanding export and global presence

• Investment attraction: attracting foreign investment to Flanders

• Market research: providing insights into international markets and opportunities

• Networking: organizing events for connections, clients and investors

• Export and Investment Support: assisting with export procedures, regulations and incentives

• Trade Missions: allowing Flemish companies to explore new markets, establish partnerships,
and connect with potential clients.

• Trade shows: facilitating participation in global trade exhibitions



BELGIANS IN HOLLYWOOD

Cathérine Van den Ostende – Executive Director International Digital Marketing - Twentieth Century Fox -

www.linkedin.com/in/vandenostende

Ann Le Cam – Executive fellow at Harvard Business School, worked 16 years for Disney in Los Angeles -

www.linkedin.com/in/ann-le-cam-bb34542

Geert Criel – Director - European Languages & Movies in America – www.linkedin.com/in/geert-criel-67025b10

Sven Faulconer – Movie composer, worked together with James Newton Howard (Pretty Woman) –

www.linkedin.com/in/svenfaulconer

Eloi Gerard – C.E.O. - END Entertainment Augmented and Virtual Reality - www.linkedin.com/in/eloigerard

Stefaan Contreras – Technical Director - Sony Pictures Imageworks- www.linkedin.com/in/stefaancontreras

Jorn Van Helden – Corporate Officer - nWave Pictures 3D/4D content - https://www.linkedin.com/in/jorn-v
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Tim Mielants – Regisseur ‘Fargo’ and ‘Peaky Blinders’

Stefaan Desmet – Video and show director, worked with U2, Robbie Williams -

https://www.linkedin.com/in/stefaan-smasher-desmedt-20a889150/

Rony Brack – Movie and TV composer – Telepictures, subsidiary for Warner Bros -

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ronybrack

Jan Huybrechs – 3D scanning services - Another World Studios - https://www.linkedin.com/in/jan-huybrechs

Yannick Delva – Photo editor and imaging technician - Universal Pictures -

https://www.linkedin.com/in/yannickdelva

Ernst Meinrath – Movie and TV composer – Soundtrack Nation - https://www.linkedin.com/in/meinrath

Glynn Speeckaert – Director of Photography, worked together with Robert De Niro –

https://www.linkedin.com/in/glynn-speeckaert
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• Sports, Media & Entertainment Mission – October 2024

to Los Angeles & Atlanta, organised by FIT & Agoria

• Gaming Developers Conference – San Francisco

• Olympic Games 2028, FIFA World Cup 2026

• ….
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UPCOMING EVENTS



Contact:
Tom Vermeulen
Economic Counselor
FLANDERS INVESTMENT & TRADE  - LOS 
ANGELES
T. +1 213 726 4147
losangeles@fitagency.com

mailto:losangeles@fitagency.com


Thank you!


