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• Defense spending in the US
accounts for 12% of the total
federal budget

• Internationally, the US is the top
defense spender. It is spending
more than the next ten countries
together

SOURCE: Visual Capitalist, 2021

SOURCE: Office of Management and Budget, Public Budget 
Database, Budget of the US Government, Fiscal Year 2022

SOURCE: U.S. DEFENSE SPENDING COMPARED TO OTHER COUNTRIES – Peter G Peterson Foundation
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• Public and private security market:
➢ Security guards
➢ Patrol vehicles
➢ Policing
➢ Alarm systems
➢ Cyber security
➢ Background screening
➢ Investigation
➢ Risk analysis
➢ Security consultancy services
➢ …

• Top security company in the US: ADT (revenue: $6.4B in 2022, provides residential, small, and large business electronic security, alarms and
fire protection), more than 6.5 million users.

• Fastest growing private company: Vanta (revenue: $69.2M in 2022, providing automated security and compliance solutions) increased
revenue by 13.000% in 2022.

• Belgian company as supplier of guns for the Los Angeles Police Department : FN Herstal (revenue: $787M in 2022)

• More than 6.000 people employed in one of largest security companies: Securitas (revenue: $192M in 2022, provides security guards, mobile
patrol units, alarm systems,…)

SOURCE: Security services industry in the U.S. - Statista 2023
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SOURCE: Start-Ups Bring Silicon Valley Ethos to a Lumbering Military-Industrial Complex – The New York, May 
2023

• Tech start-ups in the United States are driving a 
transformative shift in the defense sector by developing 
cutting-edge military technologies

• These innovations span a wide range of areas, including 
satellite technology, unmanned aerial vehicles (drones), 
artificial intelligence (AI)-powered tools, and more

• These start-ups offer innovative solutions that are more cost-
effective, flexible, and rapidly deployable than conventional 
weapons systems

• The Pentagon is exploring ways to integrate a Silicon Valley 
ethos into the defense sector to adopt a more innovative 
approach.
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SOURCE: Office of Local Defense Community Cooperation —
Defense Spending by State, FY 2021
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SOURCE: Office of Local Defense Community Cooperation — Defense Spending by State, FY 2021
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• Sectors such as aerospace, space and missile 
technology are of crucial strategic importance 
in California and provide new opportunities in 
the defense sector (ex: satellites, detection, 
navigation)

• Several areas of the state, including San Diego, 
Los Angeles, and Orange Counties have well 
over double the national average of workers 
and companies in these industries

• In addition, the intellectual capital created by 
these firms often spills over into other 
technology sectors (A.I.,…)

SOURCE: https://www.chapman.edu/communication/demographics-policy/ca-industries-2023.pdf
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SOURCE: https://www.chapman.edu/communication/demographics-policy/ca-industries-2023.pdf
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• Many of the Flemish companies that have 
applied for export licenses for military 
equipment in recent years are merely 
secondary sellers of defense equipment.

• Firms such as DAF Trucks, Moeyersons and
Sioen primarily serve civilians, but also have a 
military branch.



ASCO Industries, Zaventem: Provides components for military aircraft 
(Airbus A400M) and metal processing for tails of F-35 fighter jets.

Sabca, Lummen: Radar equipment for drones and other components 
for military aircraft, using metal from ASCO Industries, under Federal 
ownership.

Theissen Training Systems, Oudsbergen: Training grounds and 
equipment; wooden tanks on rails, moving shooting targets, lifelike 
muzzle flashes, sound effects,… (ex. San Bernardino training centrum)
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ST Engineering, Singapore (branch Sint-Niklaas/Erpe-
Mere): Manufacturer of Terrex combat vehicles and specialized 
in satellite communication (supplier of U.S. Army and 19 of 
countries of NAVO).

FN, Herstal/Zutendaal: Firearms and ammunition production, 
supplier of more than 10.000 guns for the Los Angeles Police 
Department.

Sioen (Ballistics), Ardooie: Specialized in technical textiles and 
protective clothing, produces the most advanced bulletproof 
vests and body armor.
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DAF Trucks, Eindhoven (branch Westerlo): Industry leading truck
production (cabins, engines, chassis, and maintenance of trucks)
acquired by PACCAR (specialized in design, manufacturing and
distribution of heavy-duty vehicles, largest manufacturer of trucks in
the world)

Scio Teq, Kortrijk: Specialized in displays/screens for defense acquired
by OpenGate Capital (private equity firm focusing on acquisitions,
operational improvements and value creation), USA represents 65%
of total market (customers are Boeing, L3Harris, Lockhead,…). More
than 50 employees in local office in Georgia.
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• Trade promotion: supporting Flemish companies in expanding export and global presence

• Investment attraction: attracting foreign investment to Flanders

• Market research: providing insights into international markets and opportunities

• Networking: organizing events for connections, clients and investors

• Export and Investment Support: assisting with export procedures, regulations and incentives

• Trade Missions: allowing Flemish companies to explore new markets, establish partnerships,
and connect with potential clients.

• Trade shows: facilitating participation in global trade exhibitions
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FIT contactgegevens

FIT Los Angeles

Tom Vermeulen

+1 323 857 08 42

losangeles@fitagency.com

FIT New York

Bart Boschmans

+1 646 647 13 15

newyork@fitagency.com

FIT San Francisco

Wim Sohier

+1 650 288 69 69

sanfrancisco@fitagency.com
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mailto:losangeles@fitagency.com
mailto:newyork@fitagency.com
mailto:sanfrancisco@fitagency.com


Thank you!
Dank u!



SOURCE: Office of Local Defense Community 
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